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THE 


LAW-PRIEST:; 


OR, * 


OUIBUS DISSECTED. 


* 


LETTER I. 
Forbearance is no acquittance. 
M's — | 
To » Eſquire. 
DAR SIR, 


AFTER peruſing the Pamphlet ſent herewith, 

you will be at no loſs to whom to impute that 

anonymous letter * which 1 ſhewed you ſome 

time ſince; for, groſsly impudent as you de- 

clared it to be, it is in perfect uniſon with what 

is now before you, under the proper name of a 
very worthy gentleman—the ſame man, who was 
long ſince ſuppoſed to be *. writer of a printed 
letter, 


* This anonymous letter is in manuſcript, and 1 is no where 
elſe alluded to in what follows. 
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letter, under the ſignature of Qulzus, which, with 
the pureſt of all poſſible motives, was ſent me by- 
the poſt, as I happened to be agent to the landlord 
of the perſon he was then reviling. By the appel- 
lation of Qu1sus, therefore, we will know the 
ſcribbler— for his own name would but diſgrace 
the memory of a very worthy man, of the ſame 

= to whom he is no relation. Indeed they 
were of a ſort ſo fotally unlike, “ that nature 
* ſcemed intent Ro making a complete and 
perfect contraſt. 


This worthy character had, or td to have, 

a good opinion of me, at the time the Fleet Inclo- 
ſure Bill was firſt in agitation; and yet, long, very 
long indeed, before this, according to the account 
he has now given of me, I had ſhewn repeated in- 
ſtances of a depraved mind, by vilifying a number 
of honeſt men concerned in a former paper war. 
His motive for a retroſpect into this buſineſs can- 
not poſſibly be miſtaken, and may be anſwered, in 
ſome degree, amongſt thoſe who know only what 
-he has thought fit to bring ſorward; but all who 
really are acquainted with the buſineſs he adverts 
to, know that I was merely acting (as I now- am 
againſt his attacks) a defenſive part againſt the at- 
racks of thoſe with whom he feels it an honour to 
claſs himſelf. You will ſmile, when I tell you, that 
one of theſe worthy men, who was: hired for the pur- 
pole 
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poſe of abuſing me, ſome time ſince abſconded from 
—— on a charge for putting another perſon's name 
to a Negociable Bill (by mi/ake, no doubt)! It ſeems, 
from Qursus's account, that he is ſince dead; bur 
he does not tell us how he died. If any honour 
attaches to the connexion, QuiBus has conferred 
it on himſelf; for, believe me, I have been ſo far 
from putting him into ſuch good company, as he 
aſſerts, that this is the firſt time I have found it 
neceſſary to notice him in writing—though from 
the motto he has uſed, and the tone of his printed 
attack, you would ſuppoſe that I had not only de- 
clared open war with him, but that I had been in 
the habit of publiſhing reports on him and his pro- 


perty. It is with extreme reluctance I dwell on 


a buſineſs which has ended long ſince; but honeſt 
Qui zus inſiſts on my having entered into a compact 
with the public, not to remove from my late reſi- 
dence; and, for the information of thoſe who know 


nothing of the matter, it is neceſſary for me to ex- 


plain, that what I then wrote (of which he has given 
a mutilated account), was in anſwer to a charge, 
almoſt as baſe as the charges of Qursus, viz. That 
in the buſineſs alluded to, I was actuated by views 
of ſupplanting a perſon in a reſpectable and lucra- 
tive employment, which would bave required reſidence 
iu another place: and in the ſame publication, its 
author fo far forgot himſelf, as to ſport with the 
termination of my name; which you will probably 


think 
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think (taking the nature of the charge into the ac- 
count) a juſtification or my ping the laſt letter 
of his. 


Honeſt Quizus has a happy knack in the choice 
of epithets, though in the hurry of writing he ſome- 
times miſapplies them. Diabolical, for inſtance, is 
very expreſſive ;. but then, it happens to fit the man 
who invents wicked charges,, and not him who is 
compelled to defend himſelf againſt them. Be that 
as it may, QuiBus has given a mutilated account; 
for he has left out the whole of the charges and 
provocation' that I received, as well as what was 
expreſsly ſtated by me as my motive for making 
the declaration. After this declaration, if I had 
undertaken the office, and gone to reſide at the place 
attached to it, I ſhould have deſerved ill indeed; 
but if, without undertaking the office, I had choſen 
to reſide in London, or at Edinburgh, what had 
honeſt 1 or the public, to do with it? 


have, a good opinion of me, at a time long ſubſe- 
— to this tranſaction; and I now ſtate, that it 
was ſubſequent alſo to the pretended commiſſion of 
another crime with which he charges me, viz. 


Neglect of duty in my office of Commiſſioner for 


the South-Holland Drainage. 


General 


2 1 faid before, Qurizus had, or . to 


P Lg nr P CA one enen ect 
N \ 4 4 


F 


t 93 


General ſlander, as you have often obſerved, can 
only be anſwered by the general conduct and cha- 
racer of the perſon traduced; but particular char- 
ges, if falſe, ſometimes admit of being confuted by 


poſitive facts. 


The Act for the Drainage of the low lands in 
South-Holland paſſed in May 1793; but the circum- 
ſtances of the times, on account of the war, cauſed 
heſitation, whether it ſhould: be carried into effect 


until money and labour became more plentiful ; and 


J believe, the Act would have lain longer dormant, 


but for a clauſe which empowers the Commiſſioners, 


on certain conditions, to extend the benefit of the 
drainage to the high lands alſo, if the proprietors of 
two-thirds in value ſhould petition at any meeting 
of the Commiſſioners, before the 29th. of September, 
1793. By the attendance of two of the Commie- 
ſioners, at a meeting for the purpoſe, on the 22d. of 
September, 1793, the benefit of this clauſe was open 
to the parties. All the petitions that ever came 
before the Commiſſioners, were delivered on that 
day, and entered on the minutes of the proceedings, 


and thereby ſtamped, ſo as to give them the advan- 


tage ſought for by the Act; provided, on future in- 


veſtigation it ſhuuld turn out, that they were ſigned 


bx the proprietors of two-thirds in value of the lands 
compriſed in the petitions; and provided alfo, the 
periltoners ſhould enter into an agreement fer payment of 
te expences. A reſolution was likewiſe entered on 

the 
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the minutes, that the proprietors ſhouid be indulged 
with more time for getting ſignatures, vg. until the 
28th. of September; till which day the mecting was 
adjourned; not merely for receiving the petitions 
back again, but to give Mr. ** *, who did not 
attend on the 22d. a chance for being preſent, to 
aſſiſt with his advice as to proceeding further with 
the execution of the Act. It ſo happened, that a 
very little previous to the 28th. I was informed he 
could not attend on that day, and as I knew. nothing 
could be done, except receiving the petitions back 
again, I did not think it neceſſary to attend the 
meeting myſelf. You, I am ſure, will give me 


credit, when I ſay, that I did not wiſh to burden 


the truſt with a needleſs expence. By this, my 
non-attendance, ſays Quizus, the power of receiv- 
ing the petitions was loſt for ever. But what ſays 
plain Truth? Why, not only that the petitions were 


received and recorded, but that they were afterwards 


proceeded upon, to aſcertain whether any, and 
which of them, were ſigned by proprietors of two- 


thirds in value of the lands; and, ſtrange to tell! in 


this Qurzsus himſelf aſſiſted, ſo far as the high lands 


in Fleet were concerned, and furniſhed the Com- 


miſſioners with a ſtatement of his opinion; in which 


he urges, that THe FLEET PETITION OUGHT TO BE 


CONSIDERED AS SIGNED BY THE MAJORITY IN VALUE 
REQUIRED, BECAUSE HE HAD SIGNED IT AS OWNER or 


' THE TITHES! What can be ſaid for ſuch a man? 


Qu1BUus 
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Qurxzus aſſerts, that, by my neglect, the peti- 
tioners were deprived, for ever, of any advantage 
under the Act, but by a freſh application to Parlia- 
ment, which it accordingly became neceſſary to 
make. Now what ſays the clauſe in the Fleet Inclo- 
ſure Act, by which a freſh power of petitioning is 
created? It begins, in page 15, and after reciting 
the power contained in the South-Holland Act, of 
petitioning wichin a limited time, vix. on or before 
the 29th. of September, 1793, expreſsly ſtates, bat 
ſeveral petitions had accordingly been delivered to the 
Commiſſioners ; and then proceeds to ſupply defects 
in the South-Holland Act; not to revive the former 
power of petitioning for a limited time, but to 
create a power entirely new—that of enabling the 
proprietors of high lands, in South-Holland, to 
take advantage of the drainage, without any limita- 
tion of time; and after a judgment ſhould be formed 
of its effects, then goes on to eſtabliſh a criterion, 
for determining whether the petitions were or were 
not ſigned by the proprietors of two-thirds in value; 
and laſtly, binds the non-petitioners as to payment 
of their ſhare of the expences. All theſe matters 
are plain enough in the Act, but concealed by honeſt. 
Qu1Bus, probably, from apprehenſion, that ſome 
little credit for vigilance would attach to my conduct 
on their diſcloſure Such is the foundation upon 
which honeſt Qdrgus has built his charge of neglect 
of public duty, and with a hardineſs of rancour, 
ſcarcely to be believed, extends it afterwards to 
my private concerns. For 
1 | 


rectory. Theſe unlucky money PayMEnTs were 
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For the ſake of order, I have choſen to proceed 
with tranſations, arraigned by QuiBus, as they 
occurred in point of time. Next comes the Fleet 
Incloſure buſineſs, which is the origin of all his 


calumny “: for had he been able to mould me to 


his purpoſe, we might (notwithſtanding the many 
crimes I had previouſly committed, according to 
his account) have continued on ſuch terms, as 
would, probably, have kept me clear of his en- 
venomed ſlander, In Qurzus's anonymous pam- 
phlet, he ſays, At a meeting of the proprietors, 


« held in November, 1793, it was referred to 


” 


« two of theſe great men,” meaning the Commis- 
ſioners of South-Holland Drainage, to form an 
« eſtimate of the probably improved value of Fleet 
FE: rectory.” 


Actording to his uſual practice, he has miſ- 
ſtated the terms of the reference. The reſolution 
of the meeting was, that the Rector ſhould be de- 


fired to ſend an account, in writing, of his claims, 


in order to the forming of an opinion, by Mr. 
* * * * and me, what quantity of land and Money 
PAYMENTS it would be reaſonable to allow, out' of 
the old incloſures and commonable land, not ſaying 
a ſingle word of the probably improved value of the 


the 
®. Igc page 9, of his anonymous pamphlet, where this is 


ſtated, as the firſt offence that had been committed againſt 
Ov180us, 


„ 


id 


the ſtumbling-block to all the compliments of 
Qu1Bvus; for they are ſuppoſed to go (until they 
are ſet aſide) to the diſcharge of all the graſs tithes, 
including wool; and yet, in the account he ſent me, 
he inſiſts, bat be is intilled to the whole tythes, from 
every part of the pariſh, of every titbeable matter what- 
ſoever, in kind, The pleadings referred to by 
Qurzus ſay, that by virtue of ſome ancient uſage, 
cuſtom, or preſcription, every occupier of land, in 
the. pariſh of Fleet, hath conſtantly paid certain 
ſums therein mentioned. The worthy Gentleman 
18 very angry about theſe pleadings—and certainly, 
they do not make in favour of his new claims. I 
will not be ſo harſh as to impute to him, what I 
have never yet dane (notwithſtanding the dubious 
manner in which he has expreſſed himſelf, in page 
27, of the printed attack), “ the black and heinous 
« crime, of endeavouring, by a falſe ſtatement, to 
tt plunder, to rob, and injure the inhabitants.” 
Like the fox, in the fable, who could not bear the 
very mention of dame Dobbins's poultry, without 
flying into a violent rage, he is a little fore on this 
head—elſe, why ſuch a flaming application againſt 
himſelf? I think, one may venture to conclude, 
that though he might nor chuſe openly “ to rob 
« and plunder,” he would have had no objection 
to ſteal a march upon his dear pariſhioners, and 
do away theſe CUSTOMARY OR PRESCRIPTIVE PAY= 
MENTS, in a ſnug and quiet manner. It matters 
not, whether theſe pleadings were his own, or whe- 
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ther they were drawn up by ſome deputy before 
he had actually weaned himſelf from the profits of 
the law, and whilſt he was probationer at that 
ſeminary, where they attempt to learn grown 
Gentlemen“ how to behave themſelves. The 
queſtion. is Whether any cuſtomary payments did 
or: did not prevail at the time? :That they did, 
is certain, beyond all manner of controverſy; and 
it will hardly be expected, by any -one, except 
Qu1Bus, that, with a knowledge of the facts, I 
ſhould connive. at his zew claims, to the preju- 
dice of thoſe very proprietors, who had ſubmitted 
the matter to my conſideration, Qu1sus is very 
abuſive indeed, on the ſubje&t of an opinion, 
which, in his anonymous letter, was aſcribed to 
Mr. „ * * * and me, and, in his printed attack, 
to me lingly, as to the probably improved value of 
Fleet rectory; to which, I ſhall only ſay, that an 
inquiry into the probably improved value is already . 
ſtated, not to have been the object of the propri- 
etors, and therefore was not the object of the opi- 
nion alluded to; ſo that all his flouriſhing on that 
head, is mere vapour. That opinion related to the 
proportions, recommended to be allowed, out of the 
different ſorts of land, in caſe it ſhould afterwards 
be determined, that the Incloſure Bill ſhould go to 
a diſcharge of all the tithes and money payments in 
the _ The worthy Gentleman was kind 
enough 


*The worthy Gentleman is ſuppoſed to have been about 
forty years old, when he entered ** his new ſtudies, 
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enough to give the Commiſſioners for the Drainage 
his opinion, © thar, as tithe- Owner, he ought to be 
t conlidercd as one of the parties to the Fleet peti- 
ee tion.“ The Act, we ſee, requires certain under- 
takings from the proprietors, before they are ad- 
| mitted to the Drainage. Now T think, it is no im- 
pertinent queſtion to aſk, What proportion does 
the money, which he is willing to pay for his tithe 
eſtate towards the expences of the Drainage, bear 
to the tax that muſt inevitably be charged upon, 
and agreed to be. paid for, the lands out of which 
his tithes iſſue, before they can be admitted under 
the petition? If the proportion he 1s willing to pay 
of the tax, exceeds the proportion recommended to 
be given of the land as a compenſation for his tithes, 
then let honeſt Quizus blow a freſh blaſt, till his 
lungs are cracked; otherwiſe, let him throw aſide 
his trumpet of ſlander. If it docs not, or if he is 
unwilling to pay any part of the expences, then is 
his opinion ſuch an one, © as a ſchool-boy ought 
to be aſhamed of;” for he proves himſelf not to 
poſſeſs the qualifications required 1a petitioners. 


01BUS ſays, page 21 of his printed attack, the 
pariſhioners, at a ſubſequent meeting, admitted his 
claim to be perfectly correct. Now I thought we 
had been talking of meetings of proprietors, not of 
pariſhioners; and I here aflert, on the authority of 
the minutes, that no ſuch thing was admitted, at 
any public meeting of the proprietors, when I was 

preſent 
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preſent; and J will take the liberty of adding, that if 
it had, the proprietors muſt have been all along 
dealing in nonſenſe - for what occaſion could there 
be for calling upon the Rector, for a ſtatement of 
his claims, if they previouſly knew, and were ready 
to admit, that he was entitled zo tbe whole tithes of 
every part of the pariſh, of every titheable matter 
 whatſcever, in kind? On the contrary, throughout 
the whole of the bufineſs, the cusromany yay- 
MENTS were inſiſted on, and they are ſtill inſiſted 
on, by being recogniſed and referred to, in the Act 
for the Incloſure of Fleet Common; but the worthy 
Gentleman is by no means precluded from endea- 
vouring to ſet them aſide, whenever he plcaſes— 
though he will thereby hazard a charge (if indeed 
he has not already done it) of having deliberately 
tranfgrefſed againſt one of the moſt ſolemn of 
all engagements that the mind of man can be 
bound by. | 


I think there is only one more charge, of a public 
nature, that does not involve the other Commiſſion- 
ers as well as myſelf, viz. My behaviour at Spald- 
ing—which, he ſays, occastonED HIS LAST PRINT- 
ED ATTACK. I will, therefore, diſpoſe of that 
charge in this letter. Qulzus, indeed, has 
fought to make me alone accountable for every 
thing in the execution of both truſts, by honouring 
me with the title of Perpetual Dictator; divide e- 
impera is his plan; but the ground he has taken will 

not 
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not be found tenable; on the contrary, whatever I 
may hereafter write on the ſubject, will be under 
the ſanction of all the Commiſſioners; but, perhaps, 
they may chooſe a different mode, and appeal for 
redreſs to the laws of their country. 


At a meeting of the proprietors of Whapload, 
all of whom are intereſted in the Drainage of South- 
Holland, to take into conſideration the incloſure 
of the commons of that pariſh, Quisus attended, 
and all the Commiſſioners for South-Holland 
Drainage were preſent by deſire of the parties 
concerned, who had previouſly nominated them, 
as Commiſſioners alſo for the Incloſure of Whap- 
load. Qu1Bus began by abuſing all the Commis- 
ſioners for negle& of duty in the South-Holland 
buſineſs; meaning, as it now appears, :beir, I beg 
pardon, my having occaſioned the proprietors of 
high lands to loſe the benefit of a clauſe in that 
Act. He was told, by ſeveral Gentlemen, before 
I ſaid a word, that this being a meeting on other 
buſineſs, no interruption would be ſuffered; to 
which I added, that he had already taken great 
liberties with the Curnmiſſioners, and endeavoured 
to unſettle the minds of the proprietors in South- 
Holland, by his anonymous charges, which con- 
tained a thouſand falſehoods, and for which I was 
ready to give him ſuch a dreſſing, as he never had 
in his life, whenever he would convene a meeting 
of the proprietors, lo inveftigale the conduct of the 
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Commiſſioners ; and that, I believed, there was not 
2 liberal-minded man to be found, who did not 
condemn his behaviour. 


This is almoſt a literal ſtatement of what paſſed 
on the occaſion; though, with bis uſual candour, 
Quizus has thought fit to repreſent me as the 
aggreſſor. Let any man compare what I have now 
written (for the truth of which I appeal to thoſe 
who were preſent) with the ſwaggering account he 
has given of it, and draw his own concluſions. 
Qu1Bus ſeems to conſider himfelf as veſted with the 
office of Defamer-General for the diſtrict in which 
he reſides, and it muſt be acknowledged, that he 
_exerts himſelf with a becoming diligence; but it does 
not, therefore, follow, that the characters of pro- 
ſeſſional men are to be made free with, in their pre- 
ſence, without bcing noticed, though they may hap- 
pen to be better employed than in anſwering ano- 


ny mous Hlander. 


Before I conclude, it may be proper to notice 
the diabolical attempt of Quisus, to raiſe a war 
againſt me amongſt a very numerous tenantry. A 
man mult poſſeſs an uncommon ſhare, indeed, of 
a peculiar fort of modeſty, as well as a Chriſtian- like 
temper, who interferes with private concerns, in 
the manner he has done. Falt-falling times, and 
rents moſt rigourouſly raiſed (ſuppoling either to 
be true), he can have nothing to do with, but as 

- | they 
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they concern his own property. Whether the eſtate 
alluded to is above the preſent times and the gene- 
ral run of other people's lands, in the ſame pariſhes, 
let thoſe determine who are maſters of the ſubject. 
Be that as it may, it was owing to my advice, that 
the rents in queſtion were not raiſed, as they now 
are, ſo long ago as the year 1790. It may be very 
much doubted, whether Quisus would be ſatisfied 
that the pariſh of Fleet ſhould be valued at the ſame 

rate, and diſcharged of tithes by aſſigning to him a 
fair and equitable proportion of land, in lieu of tithes 
and cuſtomary payments; and binding him, after- 
wards, to let the land according to ſuch valuation. 

Indeed, he has given it under his own hand, that 
he would not be ſatisfied, unleſs the pariſh was 
valued at nearly double the rent that this eſtate is 
now let at. 


« Under the ſanction of Reaſon, Truth, and 
« Common Senſe,” ſays Qurzus, page 15 of his 
laſt printed attack, this printed letter and a for- 
« mer trifle,” meaning, forſooth, his anonymous 
publication, bid defiance either to deny the facts, 
% or confute the inferences they contain.“ I totally 
deny the poſition. As to inferences, you know, 
they are dependent upon facts alone; and, if pre- 
miſes are untenable, concluſions fall of courſe. 
But I appeal to your well-known candour, whether 
I have not already more than ſhook the credit 
of all his pretended facts—and, methinks, I have 
| | C waded. 
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waded through a deal of filth. A rotten trunk of 
law is but a ſorry ſtock to graft upon. Heavens! 
what a variety of peſtiforous fruits!!! , 


Worthy Qu1Bus, you ſomewhere hint at your 
. declining age! I will, therefore, give you a word 
or two of advice, which you may profit by, if you 
pleaſe :—*© If you have gained nothing more, by 
« the years that are paſt, you have at leaſt gained 
« Experience—and Experience is the mother of 
« Wiſdom. You have ſeen the weak parts of your 
* character, and may have diſcovered the chief 
« ſources of your miſconduct. To theſe let your 
« attention be directed; on theſe let the proper 


te guards be ſet. If you have trifled long, reſolve . 


to trifle no more. If your paſſions have often 
« betrayed and degraded you, ſtudy how they 
© may be kept, in future, under better diſcipline. 


e Learn, at the ſame time, never to truſt too pre- 


« ſumptuouſly to your own wiſdon. Humbly ap- 
« ply to the Author of your being, and beſeech his 
« Grace to guide you through the ſlippery and 


« dangerous paths, in which, Experience has. 


« ſhewn, you are ſo ready to err and to fall.” 


I end as I began—FoRBEARANCE IS NO ACQUIT- 
TANCE—and beg leave, on this occaſion, to ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf, 

Dear Sir, 
Your obiiged and obedient Servant, 
 AvcusrT 8th. 1797. RUSTICUS. 
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